Laetificat
To God Who gives joy to my youth.

Joyfully Moving Forward
Our school motto, “Ad Veritatem per

Fidem et Rationem,” means: “to the Truth
through Faith and Reason.” In contrast, modern
education's motto has become: “to the Job, through CareerReadiness and
Vocational Training.” As Dean of Faculty and Academics, I see our teachers
educate the whole person so our students can flourish not only in specific
skills for future jobs, but furthermore as human persons flourishing in
relationships with God, family, and community in this life and the next.
Our newsletter title, Laetificat, references a prayer from the Mass which
begins, “to God Who gives joy to my youth.” In this issue of Laetificat, you
will read about the joy of our new home, the joy of our alumni “setting the
world on fire” with their lives, and the importance of joy in a Catholic School.
You will also see an envelope included for donations. Please prayerfully
consider donating to Holy Family Academy
to further our joyfilled education.

Fall 2016
Page 2
Student
Spotlight
Page 3
Alumni
Corner
Page 4
Upcoming
Events

In the Joy of Christ,

Dovile Cooper

Dean of Academics
HFA's new location at Cartier Street

From left to right: Students experiment in the new science lab; Fr. Moe Larochelle brings Christ back to the
heart of HFA in the new chapel; students gather for a sunny school hike on Mt. Kearsarge; students form a
pyramid during Orientation at Camp Fatima; students attend daily Mass at Ste. Marie Church.

Student Spotlight
Here's what our students are saying about the new building:
"We can use the gym for pep rallies and other student
events."

Maggie McGee, '22

"At our old building, we didn't have a gym. Now, we
can have recess in it everyday and play basketball."

Olympia Sanni, '22
"We have basketball practice more often because
we have the gym right here!"

Rose Williams, '22

"We love having Mass almost every day in
Ste. Marie's Church. Our chapel in the old
building couldn't fit everyone. Now, our
whole school and our parents can fit. We
also have a chapel with the Blessed
Sacrament in our new building and an
adoration Chapel across the street. We
can now wear the cassock and the surplice
and we have more jobs so we feel more
reverent, focused, and set apart."

Owen Rival, '18, Tom Peterson, '20, and
Francis Vicinanzo, '20

"It's great to have the auditorium because it's
so much bigger than St. Cecelia Hall.
Everyone can fit together in one space."

Heidi and Gretchen Thurber, '20 and '22

Alumni Corner
Anna Maria
Mendell, '04,

was part of HFA's

Benjamen Hettrick ('09) worked in Jamaica at a Mustard

Seed community after graduation, serving abandoned
people, including pregnant mothers and those with

first graduating

disabilities, or those suffering from HIV or AIDS.

class, going on
to earn
degrees

He moved to
Austria and
earned his

from Thomas More College and Oxford

Master’s

University. She worked as a

from the

production editor of Magnificat
UK and for academic publisher
Wiley Blackwell. Returning to the
US, Anna Maria taught at HFA
and published her first novel,
The Golden Princess and the
Moon. She is now writing
her second, The Wind Wizard's
Son, while freelance editing for

International
Theological
Institute. Ben works at the
Moore Center in Manchester
with adults who have
intellectual disabilities and
severe behavioral challenges
as the Manager of Assisted
Support. Ben plans to enter
the religious life after paying

Catholic presses.

off college loans.

Joanna Bilodeau (Wise), '08, after graduation, worked at the Sylvan Learning Center,

then supported a young girl with autism full time. After this, she worked at LifeShare
for adults with disabilities, and then as Director of Admissions and Marketing for
Alzheimer’s patients at Sanctuary Care Catholic Assisted Living. Joanna is currently
pursuing a Management degree from Granite State School while she and her husband
Chris volunteer with the Ste. Marie RCIA program.

The World on Fire Alumni Honor

annual Auction Gala, recognizing alumni who,
through the exceptional examples of their lives, are
“setting the world on fire.” The recipient is one who
lives an example of a Christian life in the modern
world, exhibits continual pursuit of truth through
faith and reason, and is an ambassador of the
values of Holy Family Academy.

Twelve of the alumni who attended the Auction Gala, representing
classes ranging from 2004-2013 and a variety of different professional
fields, including: nursing and medicine, education, business and
marketing, management, writing, and engine mechanics. In the center
is the beloved Mrs. Fortin, one of the founders of the school.
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Upcoming Events:
Advent Concert: December 13th at 7pm
Celebrate the season with HFA's Choir, then join us for
cocoa and cookies!

Senior Theses: Coming in January
Experience a highlight of our curriculum! Details coming soon.

Winter Open House • February 7, from 7-8:15 pm

Spring Benefit Dinner with Dr. Ralph Martin: March 30
6-9:30 pm • Derryfield Country Club • $100/ticket

Harvey, a play by Mary Chase • April 7-8 • Tickets coming soon
For more information, please visit our website: holyfamilyacademy.org or call 603.644.7247
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